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ABSTRACT

This archaeological and historical study tackles the Mamluk Sufi
Zawaya in the Palestinian city of Hebron. Zawaya, plural of zawya,
which means “ a small coupled mosque erected over the tomb of Mustim
saint, with teaching facilities and a hospice attached to it, usually the
establishment of a religious order .

Many researchers and scholars have dealt in their studies with various
aspects of the cultural heritage of this city. Some of these studies were
published, but non of them has discussed the Mamluk Zawaya in depth,
except for researcher Najah Abu Sara who published a booklet on this
issue , though her work comprised only a brief archaeological survey of
most zawaya in the city without referring to all the details .

Therefore, it seams necessary that a more detailed analytical and
documentary research like this one be submitted on this topic as part of
the requirements for the degree of master.

Sofi zawaya mentioned in this study are located in the vicinity of the
Ibrahimi mosque in the old city of Hebron . This case was due to the fact
that the whole city scattered around the mosque from all directions .
Another factor behind this fact is that people were attracted to the sanctity
of the mosque, therefore, they built homes and zawayes around it .

These zawayas include : z. Omer Al-Mojarrad , z. Abu Al-Reesh , z.
Al-Adhami , z. Abd Al-Rahman Al-Arzromi , z. Al-Ja'abrah , z. Al-

Magharbah , z. Al-Semanniah .

Researchers and scholars usually study the Sultanic monuments of high
quality of architecture, decoration and ormamentation, and they avoid
studying constructions of less quality built by ordinary people, so I chose
this subject of study as it is avoided by all researchers. And because such
poor shrines are very rich in their spirit and valuable history . On the
other hand, the poor Sofi architecture represents the popular architecture
in the Mamluk period which is not found in these days .

Talking about the primary sources, it is important to mention that these

sources are very rare, consequently, hard work has been used in the field
to carry out this research .
During research processes, many challenges and difficulties were faced,
one of which is that some of the shrines, at least two, are under the
control of Israeli soldiers who prevent any Muslims to get into these
shrines, especially z. Al-Magharbah.

As for structural plan and sequence of topics adapted in the study, it is
divided into an introduction and four chapters. The introduction
concentrates on the cultural history of Hebron throughout ages, starting in
pre-Islamic era, through Mamluk period.
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The first chapter of the thesis studies sophism in the Islamic era,
explaining matters related to definition, prominent names, ideology, ideas
and schools of sophism, history and the spread of sophism in all Islamic
periods.

The second chapter is about sophism in Hebron City in particular. In
this chapter famous Sofi families and personalities in the city during the
Mamluk period, and a quick survey to all zawaya in the city in Mamluk
and Ottoman periods were dealt with.

The third chapter is main one of this thesis. It discuss the seven shrines
in the city related to Mamluk period. In every case, the name of the
zawya, location, dating, the person who established it, it's function,
history, and finally, an architectural description were presented.

The fourth chapter is an analytical study of the main architectural
elements and unites shared by all the shrines, like design, entrance,

courtyard, ...etc.
Finally, I hope that this thesis will serve ail those who are concerned
with history of our country and it’s cultural heritage, and those interested

with Sufism and great archaeological accumulation located in the
country, in general, and in Heron city, in particular.
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